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Tarihce

Bezmer Hava Ussii, Yukari Trakya Ovasr'nin dogu kesiminde, Yambol Oblasti bélgesinde, Yambol sehrinin 10 kilometre batisinda
ve Sliven sehrinin 30 kilometre giineydogusunda, Bezmer ve Bolyarsko koyleri arasinda yer almaktadir. Us, adini yakinindaki
koyden almaktadir; bu kdy ise adini Bulgaristanli Han Bezmer’den (7. yuzyil) almistir.

Bulgaristan, Karadeniz’e ve dolayisiyla Turkiye ile Rusya'ya bakan stratejik konumu ve bélgenin 6zellikle elverisli hava kosullar
nedeniyle her zaman ilgi odagi olmustur. Birinci Dinya Savasi sirasinda Alman imparatorluk Hava Kuvvetleri, Yambol’da
Zeppelinler igin bir Us insa etmistir. Us, Romanya, Rusya, Sudan ve Malta’ya yénelik kesif ve bombardiman gérevleri icin
kullaniimistir. 1955 yilinda 22. Avci Hava Alayil Bezmer’de konuslandiriimis, daha-sonra bu birim 22. Avci-Bombardiman Hava
Alayrna ve nihayetinde 22. Saldiri Hava Ussii'ne dénistarélmustir. Ginimizde birimin adi, 22. Saldiri Hava Ussii anlamina gelen
“22 Shturmova Aviacionna Basa”dIr. "
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History

Bezmer Air Base is situated in the eastern part of the Upper Thracion Lowland, in Yambol.Oblast-region, 10 kilometers west of the city
Yambol and 30 kilometers southeast of the city Sliven, between_the-ieges of Bezmer and Bolyarsko. The base takes its name from
the nearby village, which is named after-khan-Bezmer of Bulgaria (seventh century).

Bulgario had always been a theatre of interest due to its strategicol position, looking out to the Black Sea and consequently to Tlrkiye
and Russia and particularly favorable weather conditions of the area. The Imperial German Air Service built a base for Zeppelins in
Yambol during World War |. The base was used for reconnaissance and bombing missions to Romania, Russia, Sudan and Maita. In
1955 the 22 Fighter Air Regiment was based at Bezmer, later this unit transformed into 22 Fighter-Bomber Air Regiment and eventually
into 22 Attack Air Base. Now the units name is 22 Shturmova Aviacionna Basa which means 22nd Assault Aviation Base.
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Balgarski Voenno Vazdusni Sili (Bulgar Hava Kuvvetleri), Varsova Pakti kapsaminda Sovyetler Birligi ile ittifak doneminde en gugli
donemini yasadr; bu donemde MiG-17, MiG-19, MiG-21, MiG-23, MiG-29, Su-22 ve Su-25 gibi yaklasik 400 ucak ve Mi-17 ile Mi-24
gibi yaklasik 100 helikopter isletiyordu. Soguk Savas’in ardindan Sovyetler Birligi'nin ucak ve yedek parga destegi sona erdi; bu
da kuvvetlerin 6nemli dlgude kugultilmesine yol agtl. MiG-17, MiG-19 ve daha sonra MiG-23, Su-22 ile bircok MiG-21 hizmetten
cekildi. 1980’lerin sonlarinda, toplam 40 adet Su-25 ucagdi (36 adet tek koltuklu Su-25K ve 4 adet ¢ift koltuklu Su-25UBK) hizmete
girdi ve Bezmer’de konuslandirildi. Su-25’ler, L-39’larin destegdiyle, hizmetten cekilen MiG-2T'lerin yerine yer saldirisi gérevini
ustlendi. Su-25, kisa menzilli savas alani Yakin Hava Destegi (CAS) gorevlerini yerine getirmek tzere 6zel olarak tasarlanmis, etkili
ve hayatta kalma kabiliyeti ylksek bir saldiri ugagidir. Su-25, birgok yerel gatismada kendini gl bir silah olarak kanitlamistir.
Yiksek isabet orani sayesinde Su-25, kotu hava kosullarinda ve gece vakti, algak ve orta irtifada, konumu bilinen sabit hedeflere
karsl, diiz ugus sirasinda gidimsiz bombalar kullanarak goriissiiz bombardiman gérevlerini yerine getirebilmektedir.
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The Bdlgarski Voenno Vazdusni Sili (Bulgarian Air Force) was at its maximum power during the period of alliance with the Soviet Union
under the Warszawa Pact-when it operated-around 400 aircraft like MiG-17, MiG-19, MiG-21, MiG-23, MiG-29, Su-22 and Su-25 and
around 100 helicopters like Mi-17 and Mi-24. After the cold war the Soviet support in terms of machines and spare parts ended which
resulted in on important resizing. The MiG-17, MiG-19 and later the MiG-23, Su-22 and many MiG-21s were withdrawn from use. In the
late 1980s a total of 40 Su-25 aircraft, 36 Su-25K single-seat and 4 Su-25UBK double-seat, entered service and were based at Bezmer,
The Su-25s took over the ground attack role, supported by the L-39s, from the MiG-21s which were retired from service. The Su-25
represents an effective and survivable attack workhorse purposely designed to fly short-range battlefield Close Air Support (CAS)
missions. The Su-25 proved itself as a powerful weapon in many local conflicts. The high precision in turn allows the Su-25 to undertake
non-visual bombing runs in poor weather and at night at low and medium level against fixed targets with known positions using
unguided bombs from levelflight.
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1990’larin sonlarinda, Su-25 ugaklarinda, esas olarak yedek parca sikintisi nedeniyle bazi sorunlar yasandi ve
cesitli nedenlerle filonun yansindan fazlasinin Bezmer Hava Ussii'nde depoya ¢ekilmesine karar verildi. Daha
sonra, depoya ¢ekilen ucaklarin cogu Giircii ugak Ureticisi TAM sirketine satildi. Neyse ki Bulgar Hava Kuvvetleri,

14 adet Su-25’i aktif hizmet iginde tutmayi basardi. Bu sayi, 10 adet tek koltuklu Su-25K ve 4 adet gift koltuklu Su-
25UBK ucagindan olusmaktadir. Bu 14 ucak, genel bakimdan gecirilmis ve aviyonik sistemlerinde kugiik ¢apl bir
ylkseltme yapilmistir. Amerika Birlesik Devletleri ile Bulgaristan arasinda 2006 yilinda imzalanan Savunma isbirligi
Anlasmasr'na gore, Bezmer, ABD-Bulgaristan ortak askeri usleri arasinda yer almakta ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri
icin 6nemli bir s niteligindedir. Ayrica s, modern iletisim, bilgi ve navigasyon sistemleri ile altyapi gelistirme
calismalari dahil olmak tzere modernize edildi; bu calismalar arasinda, Ussin destekleyebilecegi ucak yelpazesini
genisletecek pist uzatmasi ve yeni (daha bliytk) platformlar da yer almaktadir.
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During the late 1990s there were some problems with the Su-25 aircraft, mainly because they ran out of spare
parts, and for different reasons it was decided to place over half of the fleet into storage at Bezmer Air Base.
Later, most of the aircraft that were placed in storage were sold to the Georgian Aircraft company TAM.
Fortunately, the Bulgarian Airforce was able to keep 14 Su-25s in active service within the Bulgarian Air Force,
This number consists of 10 single-seat Su-25K and 4 double-seat Su-25UBK aircraft. These 14 aircraft had
received an overhaul and minor avionics upgrade. According to the 2006 Defense Cooperation Agreement
between the United States and Bulgaria, Bezmer is among the joint US-Bulgarian military bases ond is an
important base for the United States. Also, the base was modernized, including modern communication,
information, navigation systems and infrastructure development, including a runway extension and new (larger)
platforms, which would expand the range of aircroft the base can support.
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Genel Bakim ve Yikseltmeler

Kasim 2018’de Bulgaristan Savunma Bakanhgi, Bulgaristan Hava Kuvvetleri’ne ait Su-25 filosunun genel bakimi, hizmet émrinin
uzatiimasi ve aviyonik ile silah sistemlerinin yiikseltilmesi icin Belarus’un Baranovichi kentindeki 558. Havacilik Onarim Tesisi

(558. ARP) ile 85,5 milyon ABD dolari tutarinda bir anlasma imzaladi. Baslangigtaki plan, 14 adet Su-25 u¢aginin tamaminin
revizyonundan gecirilmesiydi; ancak s6zlesme kapsami 6 adet tek koltuklu ve 2 adet cift koltuklu olmak Gzere toplam 8 adet Su-
25 ugagdiyla sinirlandinldi. 8 ugagin kapsamh revizyonu igin yeniden hesaplanan maliyet 24,3 milyon ABD dolariyd. Silah tedariki
konusunda Belarus’a uygulanan siki kisitlamalar nedeniyle Su-25’lerin Bulgaristan’dan ayrilmasi daha uzun strdu. Bulgar yetkililer
ve bankalar, AB’nin “i¢ baski” amaciyla kullanilabilecek silah ve tecghizat tedarikine yonelik ambargosunu surekli olarak genislettigi
Belarus Cumhuriyeti’ne Su-25 ucaklarinin gegici olarak génderilip génderilemeyecegdi konusunda karar veremedi. 2018 sonuna
kadar s6zlesme kapsaminda herhangi bir 6deme yapilmadigi igin, 6deme 2019’a ertelendi.
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Overhoul and upgrades

In November 2018 the Bulgarian Ministry of Defense signed a US Dollar 85.5 million agreement with the 558th Aviation Repair Plant
(558th ARP) Baranovichi, Belarus, for major overhaul and life extension with avionics and weapons upgraade for the Su-25 fleet of the
Bulgarian Air Force. The initial idea was to overhaul all 14 Su-25 aircraft, but the contract was downgraded to 8 Su-25 aircraft, 6 single-
seat and 2 double-seat aircraft. The recalculoted costs for the major overhaul of 8 aircraft were US Dollar 24.3 million. It took longer
before the Su-25s could leave Bulgaria due to strong restrictions against Belarus with regards on the supply of weapons. The Bulgarian
authorities and banks could not decide whether the Su-25 aircraft could be temporarily sent to the Republic of Belarus against which
the EU constantly extends the embargo on the supply of weapons and equipment that can be used for “internal repression”. Since no
payments were made under the contract until the end of 2018, the amount was postponed to 2019
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Genel bakim ve modernizasyon programi, ilk Su-25 ucaginin 28 Agustos 2019 tarihinde hava yoluyla Belarus’un Baranovichi kentine
nakledilmesiyle basladil. Kapsamli revizyon ve modernizasyon calismalari kapsaminda yeni telsizler, uydu alicili yeni navigasyon
sistemleri kuruldu; pilotlarin gérevlerini yerine getirmeleri icin ihtiyac duyduklari bilgiler gelistirildi; ugus veri kaydedicisi giincellendi;
dijital ses ve video kaydedici eklendi; eski elektro-optik nisangahin iki kati goérus alani saglayan yeni bir Head Up Display (HUD) ve
dijital harita ile ugus, navigasyon ve taktiksel bilgileri gérintiilemek i¢in kullanilan ¢ok islevli kokpit ekranlari monte edildi. Tim bu
guncellemelerin bir araya gelmesi, gorsel nisan alma yontemiyle gidimsiz mihimmat kullanilirken isabet oranini 6nemli élgude
artirdi. Ayrica 16 adet R-95Sh motoru revize edildi; bu sayede motorlarin hizmet émrii 500 ugus saati uzatildi. Silah sistemleri, son
derece manevra kabiliyetine sahip kisa menzilli havadan havaya flize olan R-73 (AA-11) Archer’in entegrasyonu ile giclendirildi. 4
Eylul 2020 ile Subat 2021 arasinda modernize edilen 8 adet Su-25 ucaginin tamami, Bezmer’deki Bulgar Hava Kuvvetleri’ne yeniden -
teslim edildi. Tim Su-25 ucaklar, acik yesil, koyu yesil ve koyu kahverengi renklerden olusan muhtesem bir boyama diizenine
kavustu. Su-25 ucaklarinin en az 2028 yilina kadar aktif hizmette kalmasi bekleniyor, ancak 2028’den sonra da hizmet vermeye o
devam edecekleri 6ngéruliyor. [

—
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The overhaul and upgrade program began on 28 August 2019 when the first Su-25 aircraft was transported by air to Baranovichi,

4 e . : P=de SR e Belarus. The major overhaul and upgrade included the installation of new radio’s, new navigation systems with a satellite receiver,
et R N T SR P . 2 enhancing the information’s that pilots need to accomplish their missions, an upgraded flight data recorder, a digital audio and video
k. ey 2o-—- SO - 3 — e 4 recorder, a new Head Up Display (HUD) providing a field of view double that of the old electro-optical sight and multi-functional cockpit

displays used to display a digital map and flight, novigation and tactical information. The combination of all these updaotes increased
significantly the accuracy when employing unguided ordnance with visual aiming. Also 16 R-955h engines were overhauled, which gives
them a life extension of 500 flight hours. The weapon systems had been enhanced with the introduction of the integration of the R-73
(AA-T1) Archer highly agile short-range air to air missile.Between September 2020 and February 2021 all 8 modernized Su-25 were re-
delivered to the Bulgarian Air Force at Bezmer. All Su-25 aircraft received a splendid pixel paint scheme with light green, dark green and
dark brown colors. It's expected that the Su-25 aircraft stay in active service until at least 2028, but the expectation is they will be in
service for longer than 2028.
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Bulgar Hava Kuvvetleri, diger 6 adet Su-25 ucagini (4 adet tek The Bulgarian Air Force was considering sending the other 6
koltuklu ve 2 adet cift koltuklu) ayni biylk revizyon ve hizmet Su-25 aircraft, 4 single-seat and 2 double-seat aircraft, to the
Omri uzatma programi kapsaminda Belarus’un Baranovichi 558th Aviation Repair Plant (558thARP) Baranovichi, Belarus
kentindeki 558. Havacilik Onarim Tesisi'ne (558. ARP) gdndermeyi for the same major overhaul and life extensio nprogram but
distiniyordu; ancak mevcut siyasi durum nedeniyle ucaklarin due to the political situation now it’s impossible to overhoul
Belarus’ta revizyonundan gecirilmesi imkansiz hale geldi. Ne yazik the aircraft in Belarus.Unfortunately, a single-seat Su-25K

ki, 28 Eylil 2022 tarihinde tek koltuklu bir Su-25K ugadi distu. Pilot, crashed on 28 September 2022. The pilot lost control during
Bezmer Hava Ussii’ne inis sirasinda kontrolii kaybetti ve ugaktan the landing at Bezmer Air Base, necessitating ejecting the
atlamak zorunda kaldi. Sans eseri pilot hayatta kaldi. Bu olay, Bulgar aircraft. Luckily the pilot survived. This was only the second
Hava Kuvvetleri'nin bu tip ucagi kullandigi 40 yil icinde yasanan loss of a Su-25 in the 40 years the Bulgarian Air Force is
ikinci Su-25 kaybi oldu. 17 Nisan 1989’da, Pitovo egitim sahasina operating this type. On 17 April 1989, there was an incident
dlzenlenen bir bombali saldiri sirasinda meydana gelen bir olay during a bomb attack on the Pitovo training ground causing
sonucunda Su-25 ucgagdi diistii ve ne yazik ki pilot hayatini kaybetti. the Su-25 to crash and sadly killing the pilot,
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Egitim Alani

Novo Selo egitim sahasi, Bezmer Hava Ussi’'nden 25 ila 30 mil uzaklikta yer almaktadir. Sahanin yzélgiimi
yaklasik 56 mil karedir. Su anda bu saha sadece Bulgar Hava Kuvvetleri tarafindan kullanilmamakta; Bulgaristan’in
29 Mart 2004 tarihinde NATO’ya (Kuzey Atlantik Antlasmasi Orgitii) katiimasiyla birlikte, saha diger NATO tyeleri
tarafindan da kullanilmaktadir. Alanda, tank atislan ve kesif egitimi i¢in 6zel alanlar bulunmaktadir. Tum bunlar,
burayi Bulgar Hava Kuvvetleri’ne bagh Su-25 mirettebatinin becerilerini gelistirmeleri icin ideal bir egitim tesisi
haline getirmektedir. Ayrica, ge¢cmiste ABD Hava Kuvvetleri gibi diger tlkelerin de katildigl, Bulgar Hava Kuvvetleri
tarafindan diizenlenen atis tatbikatlari da yapilmaktadir. Bulgar Hava Kuvvetleri, esas olarak Graf Ignatievo’dan
yuratulen uluslararasi tatbikatlara da ev sahipligi yapmaktadir; ancak Bezmer de bu tatbikatlarda 6nemli bir rol
oynamistir. Gegmiste, miittefik savas ucaklari arasinda ABD Hava Kuvvetleri’ne ait F-15 ve F-16’lar, italyan Hava
Kuvvetleri'ne ait EF-2000 ve Tornado’lar ile Sirp Hava Kuvvetleri’ne ait MiG-29’lar yer almistir. Bu tatbikatlar,
Bulgar Hava Kuvvetleri pilotlari ve murettebatinin, gérevler sirasinda alinmasi gereken operasyonel prosedurler
ve standart kararlar ile NATO’daki meslektaslarinin kullandigi taktik ve tekniklere asina olmalari acisindan hayati
o6nem tasimaktadir. Nihai amag, Bulgar Hava Kuvvetleri ile diger muttefik kuvvetler arasindaki birlikte calisabilirligi
artirarak, musterek hava operasyonlari yuritme hazirhgini giiclendirmektir.

Lowpass Aviation.com’un yazarlari, Bezmer Hava Ussii’ne yaptigimiz ziyaret sirasinda gosterdikleri
misafirperverlik ve yardimlarindan dolayi Bulgar Hava Kuvvetleri personeline tesekkir eder!
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Training Area

Between 25 and 30 miles from Bezmer Airbase the Novo Selo training range is situated. The range has a surface area of
almost 56 square miles. Presently the range is not only used by the Bulgarian Air Force, but since Bulgaria entered NATO
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization) on 29 March 2004 the range is also used by other NATO members as well. The range
has special areas for tankshooting and reconnaissance training. All of this makes it an ideal training facility for the Bulgarian
Air Force Su-25 crews to practice their skills. There are also shooting exercises organized by the Bulgarian Air Force in which
other countries, like the United States Air Force, participated in the past. The Bulgarion Air Force is also hosting international
exercises which mainly are operated from Graf Ignatievo but Bezmer had an important role in these exercises. In the past
allied fighters participated as United States Air Force F-15and F-16s, ltalian Air Force EF-2000 and Tornado and Serbian Air
Force MiG-29s. These exercises are fundamental for the Bulgarian Air Force pilots and crews to familiarize with operational
procedures and standard decisions to be taken during missions, tactics and techniques, used by their colleagues of NATO,
with the final aim to enhance the interoperability between the Bulgarion Air Force and other Allied forces to bolster readiness
to conduct combined air operations.

The authors of Lowpass Aviation.com would like to thank the personnel of the Bulgarian Air Force for their hospitality and
help during our visit at Bezmer Air Base!
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